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DAN IN ISRAEL
This last week we had the privilege of being 
briefed by IDF Intelligence on the Syrian border, 
and have you noticed that things are getting 
crazy?  Then, at lunch a waitress came to me 
somewhat panicked and asked if I had heard that 
Russia had just sunk a ship in the Med (which 
turned out to be false) but truth be told it would 
not be shocking!  Think about it - Russia, Syria, 
Gaza, Hezbollah, Hamas, ISIS, Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards,  North Korea ... You name 
it - the threats for world war are real and could 
erupt at any time!   

Are you ready?



WEEKLY HEADLINES
Germany is refusing to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Indeed, while its 
foreign ministry acknowledged that every country has the right to name its own 
capital, it said that this is not the case for Israel, insisting that the status of Jerusalem 
can be settled only through negotiations with the Palestinians. 

Israeli leaders have hailed the decision of the US government to stop referring to 
territories captured in the Six Day Way as “occupied.” In its first practical expression, 
the annual US government report on human rights worldwide in 2017 dropped 
reference to various territories as “occupied” for the first time since 1979.   

Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman issued a stern warning to Iran Thursday amid 
an onslaught of recent threats from Tehran.  In a rare interview with the the Saudi-
owned online news portal, Elaph,  Lieberman said: "If Iran attacks Tel Aviv, Israel will 
attack Tehran," adding that Israel will not hesitate to confront Iran in Syria if it tries to 
establish a permanent foothold in the country.  "Israel will destroy every Iranian 
military site in Syria if it becomes a threat to us, regardless of the cost," Lieberman 
said. 



DANGEROUS MAY
The former chief of IDF intelligence believes the upcoming month of May 
could be the most dangerous Israel has faced since before the 1967 Six Day 
War. Yadlin pointed to recent escalations between Israel and Iran in Syria. In 
February, an Iranian drone infiltrated Israeli airspace. It was later found to be 
laden with explosives, apparently for a terror attack. Israel retaliated by striking 
the control center for the drone and Syria's anti-aircraft system.  Last week, 
Israel reportedly struck a Syrian airfield also used to control Iranian drones. Iran 
promised strong retaliation for the strike. 
     Yadlin related the escalation to a recent statement by a top Iranian military 
official. "The deputy commander of the Revolutionary Guards said that his army 
can erase Israel and destroy our airforce, and so the only thing we can all do is 
escape into the sea," said Yadlin. "From a military point of view he can't 
threaten the existence of the State of Israel, he can't even harm the air force." 
     Yadlin also noted that the Palestinian "March of Return" along the Gaza 
border will intensify as the Palestinians mark "Nakba Day" next month, on which 
they lament their failure to annihilate the nascent State of Israel in 1948. 
     In addition, President Donald Trump will be making his decision on whether 
to dump his predecessor's nuclear deal with Iran. This could influence Iran's 
decision to retaliate against Israel. 
     "All these things together enter the month of May," Yadlin said. “The.                  
Israel-Iran issue and the Iranian retaliation, Trump's decision on the agreement 
with Iran, and also the Palestinians' 'March of Return' on May 15." 



MOSSAD
A 35-year-old Hamas engineer named Fadi 
Mohammad al-Batsh, described by the terrorist 
organization as a “loyal” member, was killed on 
the streets of Kuala Lumpur in a drive-by 
motorcycle shooting early Saturday morning. 

Kuala Lumpur police chief Datuk Seri Mazlan 
Lazim announced that one of two suspects on the 
motorcycle “fired 10 shots, four of which hit 
[Batsh] in the head and body. He died on the 
spot.” 

The family of Fadi Albatsh is trying to bring his 
body back to Gaza for burial, but Israeli officials 
say they won’t allow this as long as Hamas holds 
the bodies of IDF soldiers Lt. Hadar Goldin and 
Staff Sgt. Oron Shaul, who were killed during      
the 2014 Gaza war.  



US AND SYRIA
US President Donald Trump apparently back-
tracked on an earlier promise for an 
“immediate” pullout of troops based in Syria, 
indicating that his reason is that “’we don’t 
want to give Iran open season to the 
Mediterranean.”  

The remarks were well received in Israel, where 
there has been great concern that a withdrawal 
of American forces would embolden Iranian 
military advances in Syria.  

Trump’s comment that “it was “important to not 
allow Iranian influence to grow in the country” 
underlined the feeling that an “immediate 
withdrawal” is now off the table. 



IRANIAN THREATS
The naval commander of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Corps (IRGC), Admiral Ali Fadavi, threatened 
outright on Iranian television on Saturday to sink US 
warships if America pulls out of the nuclear deal. 

Fadavi asserted in a television interview, as translated 
by the Middle East Media Research Institute (MEMRI), 
“The actual information that the Americans have 
about us is much less than what they think they have. 
When will they figure this out? When it is too late. 
They will definitely figure it out when their ships are 
sunk, or when they find themselves in a catastrophic 
situation.” 

The admiral’s smiling face belied his tough talk, which 
was followed Tuesday by Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani’s speech – also on Iranian TV – in which he 
warned, according to Reuters, “If anyone betrays     
the deal, they should know that they will face      
severe consequences.” 



KITES INTO ISRAEL
Blazing kites from Gaza set fire to Israeli 
wheat field, destroying 100 dunams (25 
acres) of crops.  Gazans sent four kites 
affixed with flaming materials over the 
border on Monday, setting fire to wide 
swathes of a wheat field in southern Israel 
as Palestinians vowed to use the new 
tactic to try and cause “panic and attrition 
among the enemy.” 

The kites - each with Molotov-cocktail-like 
bombs tied to their tails - were floated 
over border fences from Gaza City and 
other areas.  



RUSSIA THREATS
Russian defense officials warned Israel that if it “decides to 
carry out rocket strikes on the deployment locations of the 
S-300, the consequences will be catastrophic for all sides.” 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov then appeared to backtrack 
slightly later in the day, saying that Russia had not yet 
decided whether it would deliver the system to Syria, but 
that it would not make a secret of the matter if it took such a 
decision, the TASS news agency reported. 

Russia is furious with the Western allies for having reacted 
militarily to the chemical attack Syrian President Bashar 
Assad had allegedly ordered against a rebel-held enclave 
that killed dozens and injured hundreds. Both Syria and 
Russia deny that chemical weapons had been used at the 
site in Douma, but did not allow outside inspectors in for 
weeks, which could have allowed the allies to clear the area 
of damning evidence. 



SANDSTORM / QUAKE
An Iranian threat against Israel last week was 
answered immediately from above with a massive 
sandstorm.  

If the message was not entirely clear, two days 
later, the Iranian nuclear reactor was hit by an 
earthquake at the same time Jews in Israel were 
celebrating their Independence Day. 

“There are two reasons why Hashem intervenes in 
this stormy manner: either Israel merits having 
God punish their enemies or the enemy, in this 
case, Iran deserves to be punished,” Rabbi Dayan 
said. “I am not going to judge Israel so I can’t say 
if Israel deserves miracles. But it is clear that Iran 
deserves punishment.” 
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UPCOMING TOURS
NEW FALL OFFERINGS

OFF THE BEATEN PATH - OCT 14-24
REVEALING ISRAEL - OCT 25-NOV 3


