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THIS WEEK in SYRIA
Israel reportedly struck an Iranian base in northern Syria near 
Aleppo last night. The Al-Nayrab military base near Aleppo is 
linked to the Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps.  
Reports say 22 people, including nine Iranians, were killed in the 
attack, which targeted weapons warehouses.   



THIS WEEK in Gaza
200 rockets were just fired at Israel from Gaza.  

An Israeli family of four was wounded when a Hamas rocket 
slammed into their home. “We were all covered in blood,” the father 
said. Southern Israel continues to burn as a result of ongoing 
Hamas arson attacks. And there is no end in sight. 

 Hamas’ burning kites and balloons launched over the border fence 
have ignited over 1,000 fires in the area adjacent to the Strip in the 
past three months, laying waste to more than 8,200 acres of forest 
and agricultural land, with damage totaling tens of millions of dollars. 

The world's reaction? It's Israel's fault. Israel's legitimate right to 
right to self-defense is denied, calling it 'disproportionate'.







FATAH = conquering or 
victory.

Mahmoud Abbas

Islamic Resistance Movement Ismail Haniyeh



HAMAS CHARTER
The document quotes Islamic religious texts to provide 
justification for fighting against and killing the Jews, without 
distinction of whether they are in Israel or elsewhere. It presents 
the Arab–Israeli conflict as an inherently irreconcilable struggle 
between Jews and Muslims, and Judaism and Islam, adding 
that the only way to engage in this struggle between "truth and 
falsehood" is through Islam and by means of jihad, until victory 
or martyrdom.  


Article 13 There is no negotiated settlement possible. Jihad is 
the only answer.



TRUMP’S PEACE PLAN
With President Trump’s promised Middle East peace plan stalled, 
administration officials are focusing on improving conditions in the 
impoverished Gaza Strip — a move that could put political pressure on 
Palestinian leaders to come to the negotiating table. 
That has led U.S. officials to consider options for an infusion of 
development aid into Gaza, a perennial trouble spot that is controlled by 
Palestinian Authority rival Hamas, in hopes of relieving the humanitarian 
crisis there.  In doing so, the United States could demonstrate a 
commitment to the Palestinian people that could make it more difficult 
for Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to continue to rebuff 
overtures to engage in the peace process. 
Israeli officials said they welcome a “Gaza first” approach as a way to 
both put pressure on Hamas and wait out the rival Palestinian 
leadership in the West Bank. Israel, Egypt and the Palestinian Authority 
maintain an embargo on Hamas-led Gaza.



Unemployment in Gaza is above 40 percent, and residents have only about four hours of 
electricity per day. The United Nations says conditions there are dire and growing worse, 
and it predicts that without intervention, the seaside territory bordering Israel and Egypt will 
be “unlivable” by 2020.   

Abbas said last month that he rejected a U.S.-organized economic package for Gaza as an 
attempt by the Trump administration to divide Palestinians and reduce a political conflict 
with Israel to a purely humanitarian emergency. A statement from his spokesman warned 
regional countries against backing a project that would further separate Gaza from the West 
Bank and require concessions on the status of Jerusalem.   

In an unusual interview last month, with the Arabic-language Palestinian newspaper al-
Quds, Kushner expressed optimism that investment and calm could transform Gaza.  
Kushner said last month that the peace proposal is coming soon and will form a basis for 
negotiations. He appealed directly to Palestinians to consider the benefits of a settlement 
with Israel despite their leaders’ view that the United States cannot be an honest broker in 
the peace process.“There is really no deadline,” the Trump administration official said. 
“We’re here for, what, another two and a half years? Or six and a half years. So, on our 
side, we have the luxury of time and can be patient. The plan isn’t going to change.” 

“I think the only path for the people of Gaza is to encourage the leadership to aim for a true 
cease-fire that gives Israel and Egypt the confidence to start allowing more commerce and 
goods to flow to Gaza,” Kushner said. “Many countries would be willing to invest in Gaza if 
there was a true prospect for a different path.”  The interview was part of U.S. efforts to 
communicate directly with Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza in hopes of putting 
political pressure on the Palestinian Authority and Hamas. 



Escalating tensions on Gaza border spell crunch time for Israel, Hamas Palestinian arson 
terrorism is wearing Israel's patience thin and increasing the chances of a conflict in Gaza. 

Decision-makers say Hamas has been given due warning, is running out of time  

The coming days will decide whether war is in the cards. Gaza Strip's rulers may not 
realize it yet, but Israel has run out of patience. A few more bouts of arson terrorism and a 
full-fledged escalation will follow.   

IDF TRAINING IN BEERSHEVA 

In addition to preparing troops for a potential ground operation, Najameh also explained 
that the IDF was ready to take out Hamas leadership, including the terror group’s top 
officials.  “We are ready and speaking in terms of war [that could come] tomorrow,” Lt. 
Col. Barak Rubin told Channel 10, “It occurs to me that this drill could become a real 
entry into the Strip,” reported Times of Israel.  “The purpose is decisive action, that when I 
meet the enemy, I will be able to defeat him and destroy him. We’re preparing surprises 
on our side, tools the other side is unaware of,” Rubin added.  Prior to the large-scale drill 
in Beersheba, additional Iron Dome anti-missile defense batteries were installed in the 
greater Tel Aviv area and in Israel’s south, with reservists called up to operate them.  The 
Security Cabinet was also briefed on Monday regarding the Home Front Command’s 
conflict preparedness. 



THIS WEEK in THE 
GOLAN HEIGHTS

A subcommittee in the US Congress discussed on Tuesday the possibility that America would 
recognize Israel’s sovereignty over the Golan Heights.  The hearing took place in the House 
Subcommittee on National Security, chaired by US Congressman Ron DeSantis, an advocate of 
recognizing Israeli sovereignty over the Israeli part of the Golan Heights. “We can only imagine 
how much worse the threats to Israel’s north would be — and threats to the security of the broader 
region would be — if the Golan was in the hands of what remains of the Syrian regime, or Iran, or 
Hezbollah, or ISIS,” DeSantis, the chairman of the subcommittee, said.  “By recognizing the Golan 
as part of Israel, the US would send a clear that Syrian belligerence will not be rewarded, that 
Israel’s victory over its aggressor [in 1967] has consequences,” DeSantis noted. 

The ranking Democratic member of the subcommittee, Stephen Lynch of Massachusetts, called 
for “fact-based decision making” when it comes to the Golan recognition question.“In a very, very 
tumultuous time in the region, we should make sure that whatever actions we take enhance the 
national security of Israel, the United States, and our allies,” he said. 


